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I:1 That which was from the beginning, which

we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes. which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest. and we saw it, and
testifv to it. and proclaim to vou the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—23 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship 1s
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another. and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. § If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just. and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 70 If we
say we have not sinned. we make him a liar. and
his word is not in us.

2.1 My little children, I am writing this to you so
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous: 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of’
the whole world.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments, # He who says
“I know him™ but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, T am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning: the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true m him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 74 He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. /7 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eves.

Reading the Epistle

12 T am writing to vou, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake. 73 [ am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. I am writing to you,
young men. because vou have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you
know the Father. 74 1 write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the begin-
ning. I write to you, young men, because vou
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world, love for the
Father is not m him. 76 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but
is of the world. 77 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it: but he who does the will of
God abides for ever.

18 Children, it is the last hour: and as you have
heard that antichrist 18 coming, so now many
antichrists have come; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 79 They went out from us,
but they were not of us: for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us.

20 But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. 2/ [ write to you, not
because vou do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.
22 Who 1s the liar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what vou
heard from the beginning abide in you. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you: 27 but the anointing which vou
received from him abides in you. and you have
no need that any one should teach you: as his
anointing teaches you about everything. and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming, 29
If vou know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now: it does not yet appear what we shall be. but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

4 Every one who commits sin 1s guilty of lawless-
ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6
No one who abides in him sins: no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. He who does night is righteous,
as he is righteous. 8 He who commits sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning,
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides in him. and he can-
not sin because he is born of God. 10/ By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Cain who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
righteous. /3 Do not wonder, brethren, that the world
hates you. 74 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. 75 Any one who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has etemal life abiding in him. /6 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. /7 But
if any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, yet closes his heart agamst him. how does
God’s love abide inhim? 78 Little children, letus not
love m word or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything, 27 Beloved. if our hearts
do not condemn us. we have confidence before
God: 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another. just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

1 John RSV

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this vou know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 7 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

+ Little children. you are of God, and have over-
come them: for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens 1o us, and he who is not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8 He who does not love does not
know God: for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. /¢ In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. /7 Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 72 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
1s love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 Inthis is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. 78 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears 1s not perfected in love. 19 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, “I
love God.” and hates his brother, he is a liar: for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

5:1 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3
For this is the love of God. that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. + For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world: and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who 1s 1t that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
the witness, because the Spirit is the truth. &
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of’
God is greater; for this is the testimony of God
that he has borne witness to his Son. /4 He who
believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. He who does not believe God has
made him a liar. because he has not believed in
the testimony that God has borne to his Son. 17
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
nal life, and this life 1s in his Son. 72 He who
has the Son has life: he who has not the Son of
God has not life.

13 1 write this to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, that you may know that you
have eternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. /5 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask. we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. /6 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal: I do not say
that one is to pray for that. 17 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who 1s true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 27 Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.

2006 OTC Publishing All rights reserved.
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| and we saw it, and
testity to it. and proclaim to vou the eternal

I:1 That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard. which we have seen with our
eves, which we have looked upon and touched

life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—J7 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our jov may be
complete.

5 This is the message w 7 from him
and proclaim to you, tha d in him
is no darkness at all. 6 I’ we say we have fel-

lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth 1s not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he
1s faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.
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your sins
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because y
ning. I write to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. It any one loves the world. love for the
Father is not in him. 76 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and tlf
is of the

and the Ty
Gpd abide

God is Light
Fellowship w Light
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18 Childrd Truth is in us

heard that
antichrists Rave come: herelore we know thal
it is the last hour. 79 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us: but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
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| the whole world.

the righteous; 2 and he 1s the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
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By this we may be sure that we are
inhim: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. +# He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments

18 a liar, and the truth i -

walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing vou no new command-l
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning: the old commandment is the
word which vou have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7¢ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

not of us.
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then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.
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sure that every one who does right is born of

him.

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God: and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now: it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we
know that when he appears we shall be like him, for
we shall see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

4 Every one who commits sin is guilty of lawless-
ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there isnosin. 6
No one who abides m him sins; no one who sins has
cither seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous,
as he 1s righteous. & He who commits sin 1s of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning,
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one bom of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides i him, and he can-
not sin because he is born of God. ¢/ By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

11 For this is the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Cain who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
righteous. 73 Do not wonder, brethren, that the world
hates you. 74 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. /5 Any one who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has etemal life abiding in him. /6 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. /7 But
if’ any one has the world’s goods and sees his brothe

19 By this we s #Ow that we are of the truth.
and reassure gg#ficarts before him 20/ whenever our
#mn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
ic knows everything. 27 Beloved. if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God: 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment. that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides

in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

1 John RSV

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit. but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:;
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist. of which
vou heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

4 Little children, you are of God, and have over-
come them: for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens to us, and he who 1s not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. & He who does not love does not
know God: for God is love. ¢ In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. 7¢ In this 1s love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 1/ Be-
loved., if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 72 No man has ever seen God: if’
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. /3
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God.
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 Inthis is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /& There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 719 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, “1
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen., cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

5:1 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments. 3
For this is the love of God. that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. # For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world: and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
the witness. because the Spirit is the truth. 8
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of
God is greater: for this is the testimony of God
that he has borne witness to his Son. /¢ He who
believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. He who does not believe God has
made him a liar. because he has not believed in
the testimony that God has borne to his Son. 17
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
nal life. and this life is in his Son. 72 He who
has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of
God has not life.

13 T write this to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God. that you may know that vou
have eternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. /5 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. /6 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal: I do not say
that one is to pray for that. / 7 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him.
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God. and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true: and we are in him who is true. in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 27 Little children, keep yourselves

from idols.

@ 2006 OTC Publishing All rights reserved.
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He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in the[darkness}even until now.

He who says that he is in the light, and has hate in his heart for his brother, is still in the[dark]

He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in the darkness until now.
He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.

He who says he 1s in the light and hates his brother is in darkness until now.

He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness even until now.

He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.

He who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother, is in the darkness till now.

He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still.

He who says that he is in the Light, and yet hates his Brother, is in the Darkness even now.

He who says he is in the light and hates his brother, is in the darkness even until now.

Any one who professes to be in the light and yet hates his brother man is still in darkness.
he who is saying, in the light he is, and his brother is hating, in the darkness he is till now;
The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.
The one who says he is in the light and [yet] hates his brother is in the darkness until now.
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness.
Whoever says, "I am in the light,” while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness.



Key Word Compare Translations

ASV Again, a new commandment write I unto you, which thing is true in him and 1n you; because the|darkness|is passing away, and the true light already shineth.

BBE Again, I give you a new law, which is true in him and in you; for the[nighi]is near its end and the true light is even now shining out.

DBY Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines.

KIV Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.

MKJV  Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true Light now shines.

MNT Yet again it is a new commandment which I am writing to you, which is true in him and is you; because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.

NKIV Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.

Oracl On the other hand, I write to you a new commandment, which is true concerning him and concerning you. For the darkness is passing away, and the light, which is true, now shines.
RSV Yet I am writing you a new commandment, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

TCNT Yet, again, it is a new Command that I am writing to you-- manifest in Christ's life and in your own--for the Darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining.

WEB Again, [ write a new commandment to you, which is true in him and in you; because the darkness is passing away, and the true light already shines.

WNT And yet I *am* giving you a new command, for such it really is, so far as both He and you are concerned: because the darkness is now passing away and the light, the true light, is already beginning to shine.
YLT again, a new command I write to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness doth pass away, and the true light doth now shine;

NAS95  On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining.

NASB On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.

NIV Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.

NRSV Yet I am writing you a new commandment that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

Note Words that differ for meaning modifications Word List: darkness; night
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Note Words that differ for meaning modifications Word List: darkness; dark

E) Compare: 1o 2:9

ASV He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother, is in the[darkness Jeven until now.
BBE He who says that he is in the light, and has hate in his heart for his brother, is still in the[dark]
DBY He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, 1s in the darkness until now.

KIV He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.
MKJV  He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in darkness until now.

MNT He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness even until now.

NKIV He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.

Oracl He who says he is in the light and yet hates his brother, is 1n the darkness till now.

RSV He who says he is in the light and hates his brother 1s in the darkness still.

TCNT He who says that he 1s in the Light, and vet hates his Brother, 1s in the Darkness even now.
WEB He who says he is in the light and hates his brother, 1s in the darkness even until now.
WNT Any one who professes to be in the light and yet hates his brother man i1s still in darkness.
YLT he who i1s saying, in the light he 1s, and his brother 1s hating, in the darkness he 1s till now;
NAS95  The one who says he 1s in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.
NASB The one who says he 1s in the light and [yet] hates his brother is in the darkness until now.
NIV Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother 1s still in the darkness.

NRSV Whoever says, "I am 1n the light," while hating a brother or sister, 1s still in the darkness.

KJV Translation Count — Total: 16x

The KJV translates Strong's G4653 in the following manner: darkness (14x),
dark (2x).
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Note Words that differ for meaning modifications Word List: darkness; dark
Eﬁ Compare: 1Jo 2:11
ASV But he that hateth his brother is in the|darkness| and walketh in the|darkness| and knoweth not whither he goeth, because the|darkness|hath blinded his eyes.
BBE But he who has hate for his brother is in the{dark] walking in the| dark |with no knowledge of where he is going, unable to see because of the
DBY But he that hates his brother 1s in the darkness, and walks in the darkness, and knows not where he goes, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
KIV But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.
MKJV  But he who hates his brother is in darkness, and walks in darkness, and does not know where he 1s going, because darkness has blinded his eyes.
MNT But he who hates his brother 1s in the darkness, and 1s spending his life in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
NKIV But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness. and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
Oracl But he who hates his brother, is in the darkness, and walks in that darkness. and does not know whither he goes; because the darkness has blinded his eves.
RSV But he who hates his brother 1s in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he 1s going, because the darkness has blinded his eves.
TCNT while he who hates his Brother is in the Darkness, and 1s living in the Darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the Darkness prevents his seeing.
WEB But he who hates his brother is in the darkness, and walks in the darkness, and doesn't know where he 1s going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
WNT But he who hates his brother man is in darkness and 1s walking in darkness; and he does not know where he is going--because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
YLT and he who 1s hating his brother, in the darkness he is, and in the darkness he doth walk, and he hath not known whither he doth go, because the darkness did blind his eyes.
NAS95  But the one who hates his brother 1s in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he 1s going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
NASB But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he 1s going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.
NIV But whoever hates his brother 1s in the darkness and walks around in the darkness: he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.
NRSV But whoever hates another believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know the way to go, because the darkness has brought on blindness.



1:7 That which was from the beginning, which

we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
lite which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—23 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

5 This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
is no darkness at all. ¢ If we say we have fel-
lowship with him while we walk in darkness, we
lie and do not live according to the truth; 7 but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. & If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. 9 If' we confess our sins, he
is faithtul and just, and will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 70 If we
say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us.

2:1 My little children, I am writing this to you so
that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. # He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

12 I am writing to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake. 73 I am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. I am writing to =~
young men, because yvou have overcome
evil one. I write to you, children, because
know the Father. 74 I write to you, fatl
because you know him who is from the be
ning. [ write to you, young men, because
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If any one loves the world, love for the
Father is not in him. /6 For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but
is of the world. 77 And the world passes away,
and the lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides for ever.

18 Children, it is the last hour; and as you have
heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
antichrists have come; therefore we know that
it is the last hour. 79 They went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of
us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out, that it might be plain that they all are
not of us.

20) But you have been anointed by the Holy
One, and you all know. 2/ I write to you, not
because you do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.
22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Je-
sus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who
denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
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ness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
peared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6
No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
no one deceive you. e who does right is righteous,
as he is righteous. & He who commits sin is of the
devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning,
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. 9 No one borm of God com-
mits sin; for God’s nature abides in him, and he can-
not sin because he is born of God. 7¢ By this it may
be seen who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not do right is not
of God, nor he who does not love his brother.

71 For this is the message which you have heard
from the beginning, that we should love one another,
12 and not be like Cain who was of the evil one and
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s
righteous. 13 Donot wonder, brethren, that the world
hates you. 74 We know that we have passed out of
death into life, because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. 75 Any one who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no mur-
derer has eternal life abiding in him. 76 By this we
know love, that he laid down his life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 77 But
it any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, vet closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him? /8 Little children, let us not
love in word or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything, 27 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God;
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

4 Little children, you are of God, and have over-
come them; for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,
therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
ever knows God listens to us, and he who is not
of God does not listen to us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another; for love is
of God, and he who loves is born of God and
knows God. & He who does not love does not
know God; for God is love. 9 In this the love
of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him. 70 In this is love, not
that we loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the expiation for our sins. 77 Be-
loved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. /2 No man has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his
love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his own Spirit.
14 And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /8 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 72 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

1 John RSV DARKNESS

3:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments., 3
For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. # For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
the witness, because the Spirit is the truth, &
There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
and the blood; and these three agree. 2 If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of
God is greater; for this is the testimony of God
that he has borne witness to his Son. 7# He who
believes in the Son of God has the testimony
in himself. He who does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in
the testimony that God has borne to his Son. 77
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
nal life, and this life is in his Son. 72 He who
has the Son has life; he who has not the Son of
God has not life.

13 1 write this to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, that you may know that you
have eternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. 75 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. 76 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal; I do not say
that one is to pray for that. 7 7 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he who

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He wh
says he is in the light and hates his brother:
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

How

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those
deceive you, 27 but the anoigt

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

Bee what love the Father has given us, that we
d be called children of God; and so we are. The
why the world does not know us is that it did
ow him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we
that when he appears we shall be like him, for
all see him as he is. 3 And every one who thus
in him purifies himself as he is pure.

ery one who commits sin is guilty of lawless-
sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he ap-
d to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6
¢ who abides in him sins; no one who sins has
seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let
e deceive you. He who does right is righteous,
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this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 27 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every
spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of
God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which
you heard that it was coming, and now it is in
the world already.

4 Little children, you are of God, and have over-
come them; for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world,

therefore what they say is of the world, and the
world listens to them. 6 We are of God. Who-
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And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 75
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /8 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 72 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

1 John RSV DARKNESS

3:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments., 3
For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome. # For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that
overcomes the world but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with
the water and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
: Spirit is the truth. &
s, the Spirit, the water,
> three agree. 9 If we
men, the testimony of
3 the testimony of God
to his Son. 7# He who
jod has the testimony
s not believe God has
he has not believed in
as borne to his Son. 77
, that God gave us eter-
n his Son. 72 He who
~ho has not the Son of

10 believe in the name
i _ou may know that you
have eternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
which we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. 75 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have obtained the requests made
of him. 76 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal; I do not say
that one is to pray for that. 7 7 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the
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in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wh

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

Bee what love the Father has given us, that we
d be called children of God; and so we are. The
why the world does not know us is that it did
now him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we
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do not condemn us, we
God; 22 and we receive fi ;
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God. 3 and everv

darkness [ dahrk-nis | sHow P ) 7.7

See synonyms for darkness on Thesaurus.com

the state or quality of being dark:
The room was in total darkness.

absence or deficiency of light:
the darkness of night.

wickedness or evil:
Satan, the prince of darkness.

4 obscurity; concealment:
The darkness of the metaphor destroyed its effectiveness.

lack of knowledge or enlightenment:
heathen darkness.

lack of sight; blindness.

fears is not perfected in love. 72 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

1 John RSV DARKNESS

3:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
we love God and obey his commandments., 3
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19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

20 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.



9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he whochates his brother>

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.
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Bee what love the Father has given us, that we
d be ca

whyt Strong’s Definitions [?]

EIY ONC vviaw CommaminGs a6 gy
sin is lawlessness

ewho Thayer's Greek Lexicon [?]

in word or speech but in deed and in truth.

4:71 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but

okotia skotia, skot-ee’-ah: from G4655; dimness, obscurity (literally or figuratively):
—dark(-ness).
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5 You know that he an-

STRONGS NT 4653: okotia

oKoTia, okotiag, 1] (on its derivation cf. okrvr]), (Thomas Magister, 6 oxdTog kol
TO okoTOC. TO OE okoTia oUK £v ypnoetl namely, in Attic (cf. Moeris, under the
word; Liddell and Scott, under the word okdtoc, at the end)), darkness: properly,
the darkness due to want of daylight, John 6:17; John 20:1; £v Tf] okotia (Aaleiv
i), unseen, in secret (equivalent to £v kpUTTw, John 18:20), privily, in private,
opposed to £V T@® @wTi, Matthew 10:27; Luke 12:3; metaphorically, used of
ignorance of divine things, and its associated wickedness, and the resultant misery:
Matthew 416 L Tr WH: John 1:5; John 6:17; John 8:12; John 12:35, 46; 1 John 1:3;
1 John 2:8f, 11. (Ap. Rh. 4, 1698; Anth. 8, 187. 190; for -'[;Wi:l Micah 3:6; for L)BN
Job 26:3))
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1 John RSV DARKNESS

darkness
the darkness due to want of light

metaph. used of ignorance of divine things, and its associated
wickedness, and the resultant misery in hell

also.
from idols.
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9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wh

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.
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Vine's Expository Dictionary: View Entry
TDNT Reference: 7423 1049

the world alre ady.

(QEIEERIREISEEIMLINENESEN Vine's Expository Dictionary of New
Testament Words

101

Moun Strong's Number:
G&4653

Dark, Darken, Darkly, Darkness:
is used

(&) of physical darkness, "dark.” Jhn 6:17,
lit., "darkness had come on,” and
Jhn 20:1, lit., "darkness still being;”

(b) of secrecy, in general, whether what is
done therein is good or evil, Mat 10:2T;
Luk 12:3;

() of spiritual or moral "darkness,”
emblematic of sin, as a condition of meral
or spiritual depravity, Mat 4:16; Jhn 1:5;
8:12; 12:35, 46; 1Jo 1:5; 2:8. 9, 11.

View Entry in Context

seen, cannot love od whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.
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write this to you who believe in the name
2 Son of God, that you may know that you
eternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
h we have in him, that if we ask anything
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7 that he hears us in whatever we ask, we
7 that we have obtained the requests made
m. 76 If any one sees his brother commit-
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will give him life for those whose sin is not
al. There is sin which is mortal; I do not say
me is to pray for that. 77 All wrongdoing is
ut there is sin which is not mortal.

‘e know that any one born of God does not
>ut He who was born of God keeps him,
he evil one does not touch him.

e know that we are of God, and the whole
1is in the power of the evil one.

nd we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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skotos (Strong's #44653) Darkness D ar k ness

gnophos (Strong’s #1103 Blackness
zophos (Strong's #2217) Gloom skotos (Strong's #4655) Darkness

achlys (Strong's #887) Mist

gnophos (Strong's #1105) Blackness
Because skotos is the most frequently used and most inclusiv

much attention. Skotos is ussd often in the New Testament. b '

skiotia (Strong's £44833), from the commen dislect. Skotosis d 0 phOS {Stro ngs #221?‘] Gloom
#54357), as the profoundty pathetic words of Ajax in Euripides

light [phaos]® achlys (Strong's #887) Mist

Griophas correctly is regarded as 2 later Doric form of dnophos.Gnophos is used only once inthe Mew  Concordance
Testament [ Hebrews 12-13) with zophas, though it is used elsewhere in this sameway [ Exodus 10:22; " Darkness
Dreuterononmy 4:11; Zephaniah 1:16). Early English translators apparently felt that gnophes included Treasury of Biblical
an elemant of tempest, as the following translations show: “mist” (Wycliffe and Tyndale), “storm” Knowledge
(Cranmer). "blackness" (Geneva and authorized Version), "whirlwind” (Rheims), and the turbo (storm) = Darkness, Eclipse?
inthe WVulgate. Qur ordinary lexicons indicate such a foree only slightly or not at all. though itwas Torrey Topical
distincthy recognized by Pott who gave a5 explanatory equivalents the German Finsterniss (darknass], Texcthook

Drunkel (absence of light), and Wirbelwind (tornadal. Along with the best modern scholars, Fott » Darknes
understood nephos (Strong's 35090, gnephos. and zophos as a group of werds that have muchin

commaon and that are, perhaps, merely different forms of what once was 2 single word. * Dictienaries
Zophos is used three times in the Mew Testament { 2 Peter 2:4; 2 Peter 2:17; Judges 1:6) or four, if we
accept it in Hebrews 12:13 (as it seems we should). Zophos is ot used in the Septuagint. Zophos,
which may be seen as a kind of emanation of skotos, first refiers to the twilight gloom that brocds over

¥ Lexicons

the regions of the setting sun. And usually in Homer, when zophos is used in this sense it occurs with eeroeis (the cloudyl. But
zophos means more than this. There is an even darker darknessthe sunless undarworld, the nigra Tartara (darkness of Tartarus)
of Virgil. the opaca Tartara (shaded Tartarus) of Ovid, and the knephaia Tartarou bathe (dark depths of Tartarus) of Aeschylus.
Zophos also can refer to the sunless world itself, though more usually it refiers to the gloom that envelops it In Egyptian
mythology, Ahriman was born from the zophos just a5 Ormuzd was born from the light. The appropriateness of the Mew
Testament use of zophos iz apparent. since it always signifies the darkness of that shadowy land whers there is no light but anlby
visible darkness.

Achlys is used onby once in the New Testament { Acts 13:11) and never in the Sepiuagint. Galen defined achlys as something
that iz more dense than omichle and that is less dense than nephos. The single Mevs Testament uze of achlys attests to the
accuracy of Luke's cholcs. 23 so often iz the caze in his selection of words, 2specially medical terms. Luks uzed achibys to refer to
the mist of darkness (achlys kai skotos) that fell on the sorcerer Elymas as the outward and visible sign of the imward spiritusl
darkness that was his temperary portion as a punishment for resisting the truth, All the translations of cur English Hexapla
tranzlate achlys by "mist.’ with the exception of the Rheims, which uses "dimness!" The Vulgate correctly translated achlys a5
caligo (mist, fog). Although Luke's uzs of the tzrm in Acts iz separated by nearly a thousand years from its use in Homer, the
meaning of achlys remained unchanged. In the Odyssey. when the poet describes the responsive darkness that comes over the
seawhen it iz overshadowed by a dark cloud, he uses the verb achhyein. Homer used achlys to refer to the mist that o cuds the
eyes of the dying or inwhich the gods (for one cause or another] may envelop their favorites.
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Structural Diagram: 1 JN 2. 7-11

9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wh

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

How

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

Bee what love the Father has given us, that we
d be called children of God; and so we are. The
why the world does not know us is that it did
ow him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children

Context

God is Light

Light

Love

Hate
Knowledge
Brother
Commandment
Stumbling
Walks

Going

blinded

19 By this We suau nusovy wiar wo aie ur un wuou,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 27 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:

John’s use of ‘which is true in
him and in you’
nature of God

John’s use of ‘in him truly

love for G

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /8 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 72 We love, be-
cause he first loved us, 20 If any one says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.
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3:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
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18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.



Structural Diagram: 1 JN 2. 7-11

9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he whochates his brother>

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

How

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

Bee what love the Father has given us, that we
d be called children of God; and so we are. The
why the world does not know us is that it did
ow him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children

Context

God is Light

Light

Love

Hate
Knowledge
Brother
Commandment
Stumbling
Walks

Going

blinded

19 By this We suau nusovy wiar wo aie ur un wuou,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 27 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:

Brainstorm the paragraph environment!

nature of God
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17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /8 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 72 We love, be-
cause he first loved us, 20 If any one says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.
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3:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
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18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.



9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wh

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

Bee what love the Father has given us, that we
d be called children of God; and so we are. The
why the world does not know us is that it did
ow him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children

in him is no darkness at all.

Parallel Passages:

5 9 This 1s the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 1s light and

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:

Darkness 1 JN

according to the truth;
2C06:14;1Jo0 2:4

Joh 1:9; 8:12;9:5; 12:35-36: 1Jo 3:11
6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live

7 but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
1Co 6:11; Eph 1:7; Heb 9:14; 1Pe 1:19; 1Jo 2:2; Re 1:5

8 Yet | am writing you a new commandment, which is true in him and in you, because the
darkness 1s passing away and the true light is already shining.
Joh 1:9; 8:12;12:35; 13:34; 15:12; Ro 13:12; Eph 5:8; 1Th 5:5.8

9 He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still.
1C0 13:2;: 2Pe 1:9; 1Jo 3:14-15
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bd, vet closes his heart against him, how does
love abide in him? 78 Little children, let us not
in word or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 27 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and in 1t there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not
know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

WIIUCVOL CULLLESSOS LIIIL JOSUS IS LG DUIL UL LTUU,
God abides in him, and he in God. 76 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /8 There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 72 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 20 If any one says, I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

1 John RSV DARKNESS

3:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
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ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal; I do not say
that one is to pray for that. 7 7 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

200 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding, to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 2/ Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.



9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wh

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because  why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.

ous. 131
you. 14
into life,

love, the
to lay d¢
one has-
bd, vet cl
love abi
in word o

19 By this we
and reassure ol
hearts condem
and he knows
do not conde
God;, 2Zand v
because we ke
pleases him. 2
we should beli
and love one a
24 All who ke
and he in thenr
in us, by the S;

1J

ow him.

Parallel Passages: Darkness: Quad

17 9 Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles
do, in the futility of their minds;
Ro 1:21: Eph 2:1-3: 4:22: Col 3:7: 1Pe 4:3 Ephd
18 they are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart;
Ac26:18;: Ro 1:21: Ga4:8: Eph 2:12;: 1Th 4:5

19 they have become callous and have given themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to
practice every kind of uncleanness.
Ro 1:24.26; 1Ti14:2; 1Pe 4:3

20 You did not so learn Christ!--

21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus.

Eph 1:13

11 9 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the Eph:2
uncircumcision by what is called the circumeision, which is made in the flesh by hands--

12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world.

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood

of Christ.

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of men who by their wickedness
suppress the truth.

19 ¢ For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. Rom+

20 Ever since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and deity, has been clearly perceived in
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse;

21 for although they knew God they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking
and their senseless minds were darkened.

22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,

23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man or birds or animals or reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,
25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 1s
blessed for ever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. Their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural,

27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for their error.

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a base mind and to improper conduct.

29 They were filled with all manner of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malignity,
they are gossips,

30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,

31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

32 Though they know God's decree that those who do such things deserve to die, they not only do them but approve those who
practice them.

Kee what love the Father has given us, that we  4:7 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but  5:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
d be called children of God; and so we are. The test the spirits to see whether they are of God; Christ is a child of God, and every one who
why the world does not know us is that it did  for many false prophets have gone out into the loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
i 2 Beloved, we are God’s children world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: know that we love the children of God, when
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9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wha

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.
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Parallel Passages: Darkness: Other

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
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9 He who says

he is in the

and

hates his brother

is in the darkness still.

10 He whc loves his brother
abides in the

and

in it there is no cause for stumbling.

11 But he wh

is in the darkness

and

walks in the darkness,

and

does not know where he is going,

because

Why

What

the darkness has blinded his eyes.

in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7#/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

How

25 And this 1s what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you, 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him,

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.
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This abridgment of Colin Brown’s original four volume work is arranged with its entries in Greek
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5030 GKOTOS

oKOTOC (skotos), darkness, gloom (5o30); oxkotin (skotia), darkness,
gloom (5o28); okotdm (skotod), darken (5o31); oxotilopon
(skotizomar), darken (5029); owotEWOC (skoteinos), dark, obscure

(5027).

CL & OT 1. Both skotos and skotia mean essentially the same: darkness, gloom.
Likewise, skotod and skotizormai mean darken, become dark. Darkness applies pri-
marily to the state characterized by the absence of light. Uses of the word concen-
trate on the effect of darkness on humanity. In the dark humans grope around
uncertainly, since their ability to see is limited. They may not know which way to
turn. Thus, darkness appears as a place of danger and anxiety. Since all anxisty ulti-
mately derives from the fear of death, the ominous character of darkness culmi-
nates in the darkness of death, which no one can escape. Darkness is therefore
also Hades, the world af the dead.

Freed from their temporal sense, the words of this group can describe human
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ways of life and behavior. They can describe one's seclusion or abscurity. They can
alzo indicate the secrecy, furtiveness, or deceitfulness of one’s activity, as well as
one’s lack of enlightenment, insight. and knowledge.

2. In Gnosticism, darkness becomes an independent force, seen as the unlim-
ited ruler of the earthly world. In contrast to this world of darkness shines the tran-
scendent world. Humanity has been endowed with a soul, coming from a spark of
light. By means of gndsis (knowledge) people can attain to enlightenment; sgnoia,
ignorance, keeps one from salvation. The contrast betwesn the world of light and
of darkness results in a call to metansia, repentance (conversion), the decision to
turn from the darkness of the earth-bound and bedily to the light and life.

3. The key to the OT view of light and darkness is faith in God as Creator, whao
stands above both. He is not only the Lord of light; darkness also bows before
him. Darkness is first mentioned in connection with the primeval chaos (Gen. 1:2).
God creates both light and darkness (Isa. 45:7), and he causes day to follow night
(Ps. 104:20; Amos 5:8; cf. Gen 1:4-5, 18). In his saving activity he can make use of
darkness, as when he sent darkness on Egypt (Exod. 10:22; Ps. 105:28).

The fact that God is Lord over darkness does not automatically diminish the
threat of this force hostile to humankind. Darkness is a symbol of limitation, re-
straint, and affliction (lsa. 9:1 = L% 9:2). Humans belong to this sphere by nature
(8:22; cf. 60:2). Even the righteous are exposed to the terrors of darkness (Job 15:8;
30:26; Ps. BE:5). When people separate themselves from Cod by disobedisnce,
darkness remains (107:10-11). Conversely, God illumines the darkness for those
who fear him. Those whao walk through the valley of desp darkness need not fear
(Ps. 23:4; cf M2:4; Isa. gono; Mic. 7:8), for darkness is not dark to God (Ps
135:11-12) and to those led by him {Isa. 42:7, 16; 49:9).

God promises that the people who walk in darkness will se= a great light {Isa.
g:2). But sinners, who hide themselves from the light of God (249:15), are heading
for that day when God will bring the darkness of sin into the light (Job 12:22) and
hold a terrible judgment {34:23-24). Hence the prophets proclaim that the day of
Yahweh will not be, as the people expect, a day of joy for Israel but rather a day of
darkness and calamity (Joel 2:2, 10; Amos §20; Big)—unless they repent (Joel
2:12-17). Eschatological darkness means the final and sternal destruction of the

faithless and disobedient.

4. Later Jewish writings develop the concept of eschatological darkness and
damnation in the world beyond (cf. fub. 5:14; 1 Enoch 17:8; 63:8; 108:11-14). The
purpase of such teaching is to bring about enlightenment and a decision to follow
the way of light. Qumran lit. frequently refers to humanity caught in the tension be-
tween light and darkness. Darkness seeks to lead them astray, but they can extri-

cate themselves from the power of darkness by deciding to enter the covenant as a

child of light.

NT 1. The NT uses the word darkness in a lit. sense to indicate time in connection
with night setting in or departing (Jn. £17; 20:1). Metaphaorically but without nega-
tive allusion attaching to night, skotia and phas (light) are used in Matt. 10:27 and
Lk. 12:3.

2. The skotig word group connotes a clearly negative sense in those passages
that contrast a sound eye in a body full of light with an evil eye in a body full of
darkness (Matt 6:22-23; Lk 11:34-368). At |esus’ arrest (22:53) and still more in his
hour of death (Matt. 27:45; Mk 15:33; Lk 23:44), the power of darkness gave the
impression of having won a victery. But at Easter the divine power of light tri-
umphed once and for all over the satanic powers of darkness. It is in the light of
this victory that darkness is mostly seen and evaluated in the NT.

3. The natural abode for human beings is in darkness. People live in darkness
(cf. Isa. g:2, quoted in Matt. 4116) and cannot avoid the darkness of death (Lk
1:79). In this sphere the power of Satan holds sway (Acts 26113; cf. Eph. &n112),
which impels humans to do the evil works of darkness (|n. 311g; Rom. 13n12; Eph.
5:11); “their foolish hearts [are] darkened™ (Rem. 1:21). This includes Jews, whose
strict adherence to the law can cause them to become blind leaders of the blind
(Matt. B112; 1504; cf. Rem. 2:1g). In fact, darkness can be so deminating that Paul
writes that the Ephesians once were darkness (Eph. 5:E).

4. Darkness is not, of course, a power equal with Ged. He is in control of it; for
example, he blinded the magician Bar-Jesus by a word of the Spirit spoken by Paul
(Acts 13:11). Just as in creation, God now causes light to shine in human hearts out
of darkness (2 Cor. 4:6). He is Lord over darkness, a lordship displayed above all
in Jesus Christ, whom he has sent into the world to call his people out of darkness

into his wonderful light [1 Pet. 2:g), into the kingdom of the Son of his love {Col.
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1:13).

This theme is particularly prevalent in John, who often uses the metaphor of
light and darkness. Thus in the prologue of his Gospel he writes: “The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it" {|n. 1:5, cf. NIV note). Light
and darkness are mutuallly exclusive elements (cf. 2 Cor. £214), and we must make
a decision for one or the other, for God or against him—aor to be more precise, for
Jesus Christ, who is “the light of the world™ {Jn. 12:45; cf 812). Those who believe
in him [12:46) and follow him no longer walk in darkness (202).

L. It is not enough merely, however, to confess allegiance to the light with one’s
lips. Mo one can have fellowship with God and at the same time walk in darkness;
such people are liars (1 |n. 1:6). Refusal to love others means living in darkness
{2:9-11; cf. |n. 12:35). Such people have not understood that darkness is passing
away and that the one true light is already shining 1 |n. 2:8).

For those people who stubbornly reject the light, who refuse to acknowledge
Jesus Christ as Lord, and wheo perform the works of darkness—here false teachers
come in for special mention (2 Pet. 2:17; Jude 13)—a day of deepest darkness is
coming, CGod's judgment. On that day the Lord will “bring to light what is hidden in
darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts” 1 Cor. 4:5). Such pecople
will be cast out into the gloomy place of eschatological destruction (cf. Matt. Baz;
22:13; 25:30).

This judgment is expected at the second coming of Christ, which will be accom-
panied by manifestations of darkness, when “the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light” [Matt. 24:20; Mk 13:24; f Isa. 1310; Ezek. 32:7).
Thus, Paul can strongly exhort Christians to watchfulness and soberness in the

light of the Parousia, which will suddenly overtake them [1 Thess 5:4—6).

See also nyx, night (3316).

50371 (skotod, darken), — fozo.
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